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(Confidential)

ACTION:   X INFORMATION:

ITEM TITLE:  U.S. Department Of Justice Award Of A Two-Year Grant To The Office Of The
          Commonwealth’s Attorney For The Continuation Of Its Domestic Violence Prosecution
          Unit

RECOMMENDATION:  Approve the Office of the Commonwealth’s Attorney’s participation in this grant
program and the appropriation of grant monies to the City/Federal/State Aid Fund.

SUMMARY:   The Office of the Commonwealth’s Attorney has received an award of a federally funded two-
year grant from the U.S. Department of Justice to continue its Domestic Violence Prosecution Unit (DVPU).
The total grant award for the two-year period is $595,000 and will fund specially-trained prosecutors and
investigators in a continued effort to reduce instances of domestic violence in the community. Initially formed in
1997, the Unit’s main purpose was, and remains to this day, to hold those accountable who engage in acts of
domestic violence and to ensure that those who are victims of domestic violence are treated with dignity and
compassion throughout the entire criminal justice process.

Since its inception, the Unit has prosecuted over 2,700 cases of domestic violence; 671 of such cases were
prosecuted during the 2001 calendar year. Five domestic violence homicides occurred in the City last year,
with three of the five murders committed with a firearm.

In addition to the aggressive investigation and prosecution of domestic violence cases, a primary focus for the
DVPU over the next two years will be the development of a multi-agency domestic violence Fatality Review
Team. The Fatality Review Team will review and analyze domestic violence homicides in an effort to improve
the systems and services currently available for victims of domestic assault.

PRIOR ACTION(S): none

BUDGET IMPACT:  The $595,000 grant award is fully reimbursable from the U.S. Department of Justice and
no local match is required.  At this time, half of the grant award ($297,500) will be appropriated to the
City/Federal/State Aid Fund for the remainder of FY03 with the remaining monies reserved for the FY04
budget.
Exit Strategy: The Commonwealth’s Attorney’s Office needs a minimum of 10 Assistant Commonwealth’s
Attorneys to effectively prosecute its existing caseload for the City. In the past, the OCA has relied on grant
funding opportunities to ensure staffing levels are maintained at an acceptable level. If the domestic violence
grant is not renewed by the closing of the grant period, the Office of the Commonwealth’s Attorney will seek
alternative funding sources to continue program efforts. Under the reality of current budget restraints, it is
highly unlikely that the Commonwealth’s Attorney’s Office would seek funding from the City to continue its
Domestic Violence Prosecution Unit, without exhausting all possible funding options first. Should no further
funding be available at any level (Federal/State/Local), the Office will have no choice but to terminate its
domestic violence program.

CONTACT(S):   William G. Petty, Commonwealth’s Attorney 847-1593, ext. 225

ATTACHMENT(S): Resolution, Budget form, U.S. Department of Justice grant award letter and statement of
grant award/acceptance

REVIEWED BY: lkp



Resolution

BE IT RESOLVED that the City Manager is authorized to accept a grant in the amount of $595,000 from the
U.S. Department of Justice, for the continuation of the Office of the Commonwealth’s Attorney’s Domestic
Violence Prosecution Unit.

Adopted:

Certified: ____________________________
Clerk of Council
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